


The Ramsar Convention
on \Wetlands

Signed In Ramsar, lraniin 1971

Over 150 Countries Have Joined

Over 1700 wetland designated “\V\/etlands of:
International Importance;™ with 150 million: hectares




What Ramsar Does/Does Not Do

Ramsar Does: Ramsar Does Not:

Encourage nations to m limpose restrictions on

promote wetlands natiens and landewners
consenvation and

designate wetlands of m Afifect sovereignty rights

internationallimportance  — SIEElIStingiisivoluntary

Provide guidelines; s Act asia regulating entity
educational tools; or a UNFconvention

researchiand models; for:
protection ofi Wetlands




A Role in the Management of Deltas
and other Wetlands?

3¢




Survey ofi U.S. Ramsar Sites
37 Envi. Law Reporter 10089, 2007

m Benefits off Ramsar: [Designation

By RoyallGardner, Profiessor of LLaw, Stetson Univ. and
Kim Diana Connelly, Profiessor ofi Law, Univ. ofi SeuthrCarelina




Izembek National Wildlife Refuge
Forsythe NWR
Okefenokee NWR
Ash Meadows NWR
Everglades National Park
Chesapeake Bay Estuarine Complex
Cheyenne Bottoms
Cache-Lower White Rivers
. Horicon Marsh

. Catahoula Lake

BRE = O D =

. Delaware Bay Estuary

. Pelican Island NWR

. Caddo Lake

. Connecticut River Estuary

. Cache River-Cypress Creek Wetlands
. Sand Lake NWR

. Bolinas Lagoon

. Quivira NWR

. Tomales Bay

. Tijuana River National Estuarine
. Grassland Ecological Area

. Kawainui and Hamakua Marsh

22 sites — 1.3 million hectares of wetlands




Benefits off Ramsar Designation

m Increase Local Awareness and! Pride,

m Increased Tourism and Economic
[Develepment;

m |ncrease Funding ©ppertunities for
\Wetland Pretection, and

m Increased linterest 1 Scientific Studies.




Caddo Lake Experience




Harrison Co.

W \Vvater
B Wetlands

Caddo Lake

Marshall »




From Wikipedia,
the free on-line encyclopedia

Cadao LLake [s the largest
Cypress forest in the werla.




From Wikipedia

[David Beckiham was a
Chinese goalkeeper In the

LBt century.

The Sunday: Times
Eepruarny 12, 2006
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Caddo Lake Watershed
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Work Since Ramsar Designation

Environmental Elow
Study - Tiexas's 1%
with TTNC, NWRC,
Cornps ofi Eng.
UnIVErsIties, ete.




Work Since Ramsar Designation

Stud Are_m: Tntal_. Phosphorus

\Watershed Protection
Planning Process to
address water guality,
IMmpairments/—
IVIercury, low piH,

oW DO, & MUtHENTS




Work Since Ramsar Designation

m A New
Protected Area,

Iihe Longhoim
Army/10ase!Is
new the Caddo
[Cake National
Wildlite Refige




Work Since Ramsar Designation

Federal, state & private
funding for a model
program te;address
Invasive aguatic
SPECIES




Role of Ramsar Convention
TThe Ransar Designation

[D0OEes not
[D0OEes net
[DOES not

Arovic
AOVIC

Arovie

e funds,
B reseanch, &
e any. protection| of: Wetlands.

|t dees provide the benefits listed earlier

[t1S/a toels that Under the gt CIrcUmStances can
el acquine funds, science, & protection.




A Role for Others? For You?

Deltas, such as those represented here, e.g. Selenga Delta?
Other large wetland systems; e.g. the Everglades?.
World deltas andiwetlands in general?

gl a rele iniresponse te climate change?

Or IS It a barrier to new: international tools?




WMWY, idmSar.ong




