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In 1971, the Convention on Wetlands was signed in Ramsar, Iran to provide a
framework for national action and international cooperation for the conservation
and wise use of wetlands. Over 150 countries have signed on to the Convention.
Over 1700 wetland sites, totaling 153 million hectares, have been designated as
Wetlands of International Importance.

The role of the Ramsar Convention in the sustainable management and
conservation of wetlands, including deltas is addressed, using the Caddo Lake
Ramsar Site as the example. A recent survey of Ramsar sites managers in the
United States shows the benefits identified by the managers for Ramsar
designation in public education, fundraising and scientific studies.
Recommendations for taking advantage of Ramsar designations are provided.



