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Abstract 

 

River Omo, a transboundary natural resource of immense value to both Ethiopia and 

Kenya, is currently the subject of intense debate on envisaged consequences of ongoing 

and planned development projects. This paper reviews possible environmental, socio-

economic and, specifically, fisheries impacts of the construction of the hydroelectric 

dams on the GilgelGibe/Omo river on the larger Lake Turkana and the riparian 

communities. Imminent impacts include regulated river flows thus reducing frequent 

devastating floods characteristic of the lower Omo plains and other proposed 

socioeconomic interventions, reduction of the Omo delta wetlands used by fish for 

breeding, nursery and refugia; loss of the highly productive delta fertile soil and naturally 

irrigated livestock grazing fields, enhanced environmental vicissitudes from reduced 

freshwater influx affecting fisheries productivity, and loss of livelihoods and income for 

the riparian communities and the country respectively. We note that the Lake Turkana 

situation is dire and the time is apt for establishment of transboundary consultative fora to 

address resource use conflicts, undertake rapid surveys on the delta and propose 

mitigation measures on the anticipated impacts. The Omo River delta and the larger Lake 

Turkana ecosystem is a gift to our heritage and deserve better approaches that guarantee 

their sustainability. 
 


